328                    PEOPLES     PAST    AND     PRESENT
The migration from Arabia of the Canaanitish tribes in 27001400 B.C
poured over anterior Asia like a flood. Among them were the Amorites,
who succeeded the Akkads in Mesopotamia, while the Phoenicians, who
were also Semitic, occupied the Syrian coast of the Mediterranean,
About 600 B.C. the Semitic Chaldeans moved from Arabia into
Mesopotamia, and after 1,200 or 1,300 years there followed the occupa-
tion of North Africa, Spain, and anterior Asia by the hordes from
Arabia which had embraced Islam.
FROM   SIBERIA  TO   TIERRA  DEL   FUEGO
American migrations are difficult to follow. Probably the Tunguses
crossed the Bering Straits about 2500 B.C. on hunting and fishing
expeditions, and received the seeds of a higher culture from Central
America. The Swedish ethnologist, Baron Nordenskjold, points out
that there are features of the North Americans which show their
relationship to Asia on the one hand and to Central and South America
on the other, that is to say that there was once a connexion between
Siberia and the whole of America as far south as Tierra del Fuego.
The highly developed cultures of Mexico and Peru can only have
been brought about by a brisk maritime traffic between southern and
eastern Asia and Central America by way of the Pacific Ocean. From
Central America the culture was conveyed to the primitive American
Indians to the north and south. Thus the Mayas, for example, brought
culture from Honduras in Central America to Mexico about A.D. 500,
where it was adopted in 1325 by the Aztecs, who came from the north.
Similarly the Chileans received culture from the Peruvians, while in
the forests of Brazil uncultured tribes of aboriginals, about which little
or nothings known, are still existing at the present day.
NEW   HOMES   IN  THE   NEW   WORLD
Ir* contrast to the migration of whole peoples as the manifestation
of a certain condition of culture, the emigration of small sections of a
people**is the result of causes which are somewhat different, although
they, too, have either contributed to the culture and racial structure of
a nation, or have produced precisely the reverse effect.
In antiquity, emigration was a natural and acknowledged right, often
utilized on account of over-population or the desire to be rid of
obnoxious elements; this was how colonies originated. Similarly in
the Middle Ages a powerful stimulus was given to emigration by
commercial and military factors. The first check given to emigration
was by the later stages of the feudal system and serfdom. It received
a fresh impetus, however, in the age of discovery and in that of the
Vefigioos wars, when the adherents of religions that were ptot tolerated
in a country were expelled,                                           *, i,
la 1819-1926 about 36,000,000 Europeans and some 8So,ooo persons
from other countries emigrated to the United States of America. In
1857-1915 the Argentine received 4,200,000 white immigrants, Brazil